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The BIG Compromise....

When Evangelicals Compromise the Gospel for Unity

g’
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n a recent edition of the South-
ern Cross magazine, Mark
Brumley interviewed Dr. Nor-
man Geisler on the subject of
Roman Catholicism. Dr. Geisler is a
well noted author and lecturer in the
evangelical community. His com-
ments are listened to and respected by
a majority of readers. We have no-
ticed of late a number of evangelicals
who have found little or no problem in
endorsing the Roman Catholic system.
Dr. Geisler is no exception. He even
takes a step further in his uncritical
analysis of the Roman Catholic reli-
gion. This growing trend of evangeli-
cals supporting the Roman Catholic
religion is very disturbing. It 1s one
thing to have a popular radio speak-
ers, such as James Dobson, being
unclear or guarded in the assessments
of Rome. But it is quite another to
have a prominent evangelical theolo-
gian come out and endorse Rome.

What gives here? How come, af-
ter 450 vears of clearly drawing the
line against the heresies of Rome.
evangelicals are suddenly jumping on
the bandwagon to promote Romanism
as another rode to heaven?

We suggest that there are a num-
ber of factors invelved In answernng

this question. We have isolated three
which we feel are critical in under-
standing why it is in vogue to support
Rome.

First, the men and women of
Rome are officially conservative in
their political and moral outiook. The
Vatican 1s solidly pro-life and anti-gay
and lesbian. Also, the Vatican is hard-
line when it comes to human rnights
and private education. There is the
perception of good old fashioned
morals and values flourishing within
the Catholic religion. High profile
men like Pat Buchanan, Bill Bennet
and William F. Buckley are the bal-
ance to a world of liberal atheistic
politicians and an army of special
interest groups who are attempting the
redefine the family and Amernican cul-
ture. It is ironic that people are look-
ing to the Roman Catholic religion to
re-capture a sense of American con-
servative values!

Secondly, we feel that evangeli-
cals are mis-leading in their efforts at
defining Cathotlicism theologically.
The Roman Catholic religion is more
than willing, for now, to allow super-
ficial redefimtion of terms of their
religion so as to enhance absorption of
evangelicals. An example of mis-
leading definition is found in Getsler.
He maintains that,

... most evangelicals don’t
kriow that Catholics believe
in justificarion by grace.”

(Cartined on page 2)
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What Geisler refuses to tell us 1s
that Rome understands grace as an 11-
fused substance to be dispensed by
God from a heavenly storehouse on
the basis of ment, good works and
faithfulness to a Roman Catholic
sacramental svstem. Evangelicals be-
lieve in justification by grace but it 18
not even close to the Roman Catholic
definition. This misrepresentation of
the Catholic religion is becoming a
popular dishonesty among some
American evangelical theologians.

Thirdly, we feel that evangelicals
are unwilling to be cnitical of Rome.
There is very littie citation of official
Roman Catholic doctrine and decree.
There seems to be a derual of theology
within the ranks of popular evangefi-
cal banquet speakers. Chuck Colson,
an open advocate of the Roman
Catholic religion, will be the guest
speaker at the Dallas Theclogical
Seminary inauguration ceremonies i
honor of Chuck Swindoll becoming
it's fourth president. Colson is popu-
jar. The fact that Charles Colson has
openty endorsed Roman Catholicism
evidently of no concem when it comes
to this highly conservative seminary
and the Baptist church hosting the
event. In fact, the seminary teaches a
course warning the students of the
dangers of Roman Catholicism and
how to witness to Catholics.

Dr. Geisler states openly for the
world to hear that we hold i common
with Rome “the whole theological
core of historic Christianity”. This 1s
not true. One of the most outlandish
statements by Geisler is his opinion of
the Pope. Geisler says the Pope
teaches “historic, orthodox, Christian-
ity” and that Roman Catholics are
“fundamentalists” when 1t comes to
the vital truths of Chnstianity

[statements made by Geisler, Jan 10,
1994 on the national radio program,
The Bible Answer Man].

Muslims and Christians believe in
the same God says Pope John Paul 11
in a greeting “To my beloved Mushm
Brothers and Sisters” from the “Eid

Message of Pope John Paul 1i” pub-
lished 1n the summer of 1991 Ham-
dard Islamicus yournal. Mushims deny
all the essentials of Chnsuanty from
the deity of Christ to the gospel mes-
sage itselfl

Is rhis what Geisler means by
“historic. orthodox, Christiamty?!”

Dr. Geisler i1s a popular speaker
Evangelicals have bunied their collec-
tive heads when it comes to examining
a man on the soundness of his theol-
ogy before allowmng him to take the
platform. This denial of theology 1s
perhaps the biggest reason Rome 15
not resisted by evangelicals.

In the end, if we are not careful.
the Geisler’s. Dobson’s, Robertson’s.
Colson’s and others will have gone a
long wayv toward inoculating the na-
tion against the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We sense this happening and have
set our course with other munistries
who are not afraid or intirmdated to
speak out against the Romanist intru-
sion into the gospel of our Lord.

Salvarion by Grace or Merir?

When Martin Luther stood at the doorway
of the castle church at Wittenburg, as when
he stood at the Diet of Worms, he had oae
thought on his mind: sola fide, sola gratia,
sola Christo, sola Seriptura, soli Deo gloria
— only faith, only grace, only Christ alone,
only Scripture to the glory of God.

Since those turbulent years of the early
1500°s, the world has changed dramstically
— extemally. Yet the battle for the minds
and souls of men and women is ever with us
in the earthly tent, nothing has changed. The
great spiritual and religious questions which
tormented the hearts of mankind throughout
the ages lives on with us in the Twentieth
century.

This 27-page booklet by Rob Zins exam-
ines key Roman Catholic teachings and an-
swers the age old question, Is salvation by
grace or merit?” $1.50 + S&H

Moving Soon? Please re-
member to inform us of your

new mailing address.

CHRISTIAN ANSWERS Staff

DirgCTOR
Larry Wessels

DIRECTOR OF
RisparcH & PUBLICATIONS
Jim Toungate Jr.

R.apio OUTREACH
Lee Meckley

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A
GIFT FOR THAT EXTRA
SPECIAL
SOMEONE???

See Pace 4 For DETARS

CHRISTIAN ANSWERS JOURNAL

Staff

Publisher
CHRISTIAN ANSWERS

Editor & Production
Jim Toungate

Assistant Editor
Larry Wessels

Contributing Editors
James White
Rob Zins
Bob L. Ross
Mark McNail
Dr. Michael Girouard

© Copyright 1994 CHRISTIAN ANSWERS.
/e No Part of this publication may be
reproduced for profit without the written
consent of the Publisher Cukisrian An-
swrrs, Inc. Reproduction is allowed for
the furtherance of the Gospel.

CrHRISTIAN ANSWERS
2.0 Box 144441
austin, TN 78714




CHRISTIAN ANSWERS JOURNAL — 3

Epunvewn = Interpretation
A Brief Study in a Biblical Passage

i

:.;.;.'

James White

“To whom much is given, much is
required.” Such words should give us
pause in light of the tremendous
amount of information available to us
today regarding the text of the Holy
Scriptures. Never before have we
known more about the language and
backgrounds of the Bible.

With this in mind we provide a short
study of the meaning of theotetos
(8zotrog) at Colossians 2:9, a central
passage in the Biblical witness to the
Deity of Chnst.

There are really no transiational dif-
ficulties presented by Colossians 2:9.
There are no textual vanants to worry
about. and the meanings of the vanous
words are pretty clear. However, two
of the words theotetos and somatikos
do need further elaboration. The
Greek of the passage reads as follows:

hoti en auto katoikei pan to
pleroma  tes theotefos so-

matikeos (cm v cutw Ko-
TOLKEL AQY TO TANPWUC TN
8011108 CWUOTIKIDE]

The clause opens with the idea of
purpose, hoti, forming the basis of
Paul’s wanung in verse 8. The rest of
the phrase 1s 5o verv expressive in the
Greek that a bnef look at it 15 cer-
tainly i order.

The first consideration has to do
with the phrase en auto katoikei. “In
Him 1s dwelling™ is the Iiteral transla-
tion The verb. katoikei 13 in the
present indicative active third person
singular One can easilv see a gnomic
present. but a regular descriptive pre-
sent 1s also quite possible Tf one were

to take this as a regular present. Paul
would be referring to the glorified res-
urrection body of the Lord Jesus as
the place of residence of the “fullness
of Deity.” This seems the best sense in
light of the context of a polemic
against gnosticism. “Katoikei” 1s 1t-
self descriptive in meaning Kenneth
Wuest wrote:

The compound verb was used
of the permanent residents of
a town as compared with the
transient community. The
verb is in the present tense,
showing durative action. The
translation reads. “Because in
Him there is continuousiy and
permanently at home all the
fullness of the Godhead in
bodily fashion ™'

Hence, the fact of the indwelling of
Deity m Christ is not_as an alien pre-
sense, but as an inhabitant in his own
home.

The phrase pan to pleroma was sig-
nificant to the Gnostic readers of this
work — 1t steals their own terminol-
ogy from them. lts significance in
combatting gnosticism is of great
importance in understanding this pas-
sage.

Tes theoteros truly is the central
word of this verse The meaning as
rendered by the New Amercian Stan-
dard Bible seems to be the best:
Deitv. Most would be famihar with
the kKing James rendering. “God-
head.” though the meaning of this
word i1s more obscure than that of
“Derty ” The Bauer. Amdt. Gingrich,
and Danker lexicon renders the word
“deitv, divinity, used as an abstract
noun for “theos™ ™ Thaver's lexicon
savs, “deitv. 1e the state of being
God, Godhead Col u. 9.7 Thaver. 1s
here giving us Grimm’'s words. How-
ever. he then goes on to prowide some

important information on his own,
“[SYN. “theotes, theiotes: theot™.
deity differs “theiot”. divinty, as
essence differs from quality or
attribute;”™ Thus bit of information 1s
vital. The word under consideration
here. theotes, is not the same word as
1s found at Romans 120, rheiotes.
This difference is striking and pur-
poseful. One cannot translate theofes
as a simple quality or attnbute — 1t
refers instead to the actual essence of
deity, not simply to its attnbutes The
most extensive passage on this impor-
tant idea is found in Trench’s Syn-
onyms of the New Testament.

..yet they (theiotes and
theotes) must not be regard-
ed as identical in meaning,
nor even as two different
forms of the same word.,
which in process of time have
separated off from one an-
other, and acquired different
shades of significance. On the
contrary, there is a real dis-
tinction between them, and
one on which grounds itself
on their different derivations;
theotes being from theeos, and
theiotes, not from to theion,
which is nearly though not
quite equivaient to theos, but
from the adjective theios. ..
But in the second passage
{Col. 11.9) St. Paul is declar-
ing that in the Son there
dwells all the fulness of abso-
lute Godhead. they were no
mere rays of divine glory
which gilded Him, lighting up
his person for a season and
with a splender not his own.
but He was. and 15, absolute
and perfect God. and the
Apostle uses “theotes” to ex-
press tlus essential and per-
sona! Godhead of the Son:. .

Kenneth Wuest expanded on this
idea in discussing the significance of
theotes at Colosstans 20

The Greek 1s very strong here.

(Continued o1 page
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iContinued from page 3!

One could translate, “For in
Him corporeally there is per-
manently at home all the ful-
ness of the Godhead.” That is,
in our Lord Jesus in His incar-
nation and in the permanent
possession 1f His human body
now glornfied, there resides by
nature and permanently the
fulness of the Godhead The
word “Godhead™ is from our
second word theotes. The
word expresses Godhead in
the absolute sense. It 15 not
merely divine attributes that
are in mind now. but the pos-
session of the essence of deity
in an absolute sense. The
Greek fathers mnever use
theiotes but always theotes as
alone adequataly expressing
the essential Godhead of the
three several persons of the
Holy Trinity. The Latin
Christian writers were not sat-
isfied with divintas which was
in common use, but coined
the word Jeitas as the only
adequate represenative of the
Greek word theotes

The concept here put forth is strik-
ing_ It is impossible to conceive of a
higher view of Christ. This statement,
however, is not inconsistant with
Paul’s overail theology. Benjamine B.
Warfield, while discussing Paul’s
conception of Christ, wrote:

...we are told not only that
(naturatly) in Him all the fui-
ness dwells (Col. 1.19), but
with complete explication,
that “all the fulness of the
Godhead dwells in him bod-
ity” (Cal. ii. 9); that is to say,
the very Deity of God, that
which makes God Ged. in all
its completeness, has its per-
manent home in our Lord,
and that int a “bodily fashion,”
that 1s, it 1s in Him clothed
with a bodv. He who looks
upon Jesus Christ see. no
doubt. a body and a man: but
as ha sees the man clothed
with the bodv. so he sees God

Himself, in ail the fulness of
His Derty, ciothed wath the
humanity

There 15 little need to futher elabo-
rate on the obvious meaning of theote-
tos. Let it suffice to say that such
scholars as Alford . Nicoil” and A T.

o . . -
Robertson all view it in similar man-

ner. Even a cursory glance at how

some of the major translations render
the word bear this out:

RSV For in him the whole
fulpess of deity dweils bod-
ly...

NIV: For in Christ all the ful-
ness of Daity lives in bodily
form. ..

NEB: For it is in Christ that
the complete being of the
Godhead dwells embodied. .

Barclay: For it is in Christ
that the Godhead in all 1s
completeness dwells in bodily
form.

Amplified: For 1 Him the
whole fulness of Deity (the
Godhead), continues to dwell
in bodily form - giving com-
plete expression of the divine
nature.

What does all this relate to us to-
day? Can Paul’s attack on an ancient
heresy called gnosticism have any
relevence now? It certainly can, and 1t
most assuredly does! Most of the
modem heresies find their roots in the
Church’s ancient foes (“So, there 1s
nothing new under the sun.” Eccl.
1:9). Anansim and gposticism 1s still
rampant today. Paul’s sharp words in
laying down the standard by which to
test all teaching must be clung to with
never weakening resolve today as
never before! Does a certain group or
teacher admit or proclaim that ail the
fulness of Derty dweils it Christ Jesus
bodily”? If they do not. they are placed
by Paul nght alengside “philosophyv
and empty deception.” This passage

continues to speak today. and it will
throughout etemity. May it shed its
bright light on the Church until Jesus
comes again! ¢

1. Wusst, Word Studies. vol. .
“Ephesians and Colossians,” p. 201. See
also James Hope Moulton, George Milli-
gan, The Vocabulary of the Greek Tes-
rament. {Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eard-
mans Publishing Company. {930} p
338

2. Bauer, Greek-English Lexicon, 2nd
ad., p. 358

3. Thayer, The New Thaver’s Greek-
English Lexicon, p.228.

4. Richard C Trench, Synonyms of the
New Testament, (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eardmans Publishing Company, 1953),
pp. 7-8 See also the discussion by
Bishop Lightfoot. Colessians, pp. 181-
182.

5 Wuest, Word Studies, vol. 3, Trea-
sures from the Greek New Festament,
pp. 75-76.

6. Benjamine B. Warfield, The Works of
Benjamine B. Warfield, (Grand Rapids:
Baker Book House, 1981), vol. 2:184.

7. Alford, New Testament for English
Readers, vol. 3:1296.

8. Nicoll, Expositor’s Greek Testament,
vol. 3.523.

9 Robertson, Werd Pictures, vol. 4:491.

Answers to Catholic Claims
A4 Discussion of Biblical Authority
by James White

The sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures
over against the ciaims of the Roman
Catholic Church are set forth. The great doc-
trine of the Reformation, sola scriptura. is
defined and defanded in this excelient book.

$9.95 + S&H
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A Greater Allegiance

very Christian ought to be ready
E to courageously and unasham-
edly stand up for the Lord. How
inconsistent that a person redeemed by
the blood of Christ and expenencing
saving power should cower before an
unbehieving world!

On one occasion Fredrick the
Great invited some notable people to
his royal table including his top-
ranking generals. One of them by the
name of Hans von Zieten declined the
invitation because he wanted to
partake of communion at hus church.

Some time later at another ban-
quet Fredrick and his guests mocked
the general for his religious scruples
and made jokes about the Lord’s
supper. In great peril of tus life, the
officer stood to his feet and said
respectfully to the monarch, “My lord,
there 1s a greater King than you, a
King whom I have swom allegiance
even unto death. 1 am a Chnstian
man, and 1 cannot sit quietly as the
Lord’s name is dishonored and His
character belittled.”

The guests trembled in silence,
knowing that von Zieten might be
killed. But to their suprise, Fredrick
grasped the hand of this courageous
man, asked his forgiveness, and
requested that he remain. He pronused
that he would never again allow such
a travesty to be made of sacred things
(See Roman’s 1:16) U

ISflan Answer

Welcome to Cusustian Answirs, Our

munistry name is derived 1n par from 1
Peter 3:15 which states. “But in your
hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always
be prepared to give and answer to every-
one who asks you to give the reason for
the hope that you have” (NIV). This is
the goal of CHrisTIAN ANSWEKS N an in-
creasingty anti-Christian society here in
America and throughout the world.

The Biblical commands to “fight the
good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12), to be
“set for the defense of the gospel™ (Phil.
1:17), to “earnestly contend for the faith
which was once delivered unto the
saints” (Jude 3), “1o be able to exhort in
sound doctrine and to refute those who
contradict” (Titus 1:9), to “put to the test
those who call themselves apostles but
are not” (Rev. 2:2), to “beware of the
false prophets, who came to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are
ravenous wolves” (Matt. 7:15), to
“examine everything carefully. hold fast
to that which is good™ (1 Thess. 5:21), to
“with gentleness correcting those who
are in opposition, if perhaps God may
grant them repentance leading them to
the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim.
2:25), to follow the example of Paul and
Apollos who “vigorously refuted the
Jews in public debate, proving from the
Scripiures that Jesus was the Christ”
{Acts 18:28). These are but a few of the
miarching orders for the call to ministry.

The inerrant Word of God (2 Tim.
3:16-17) whereby the Gospel 1s preached
which is “the power of God unto salva-
tion to everyone that believeth” (Rom,

1:16) 1s the weapon of our evangelism.
As Hebrews 4:12 states, “For the word of
God is living and active. Sharper than
any double-edged sword, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints
and marrow, 1t judges the thoughts and
attitudes of the heart.” This 1s the evan-
gelical missionary methodology of CHris-
TIAN ANSWERS — to bring the Biblical
perspective to a culture that is aimost
completely ignorant of it. To bring
Christian truth, Christian answers to
those who, as the prophet lsaiah said,
have made “lies...and falsehoods™ their
refuge (Isa. 28:15). To smash lies and
falsehoods with the “hammer” of God’s
Word (Jer. 23:29).

Christian Answers utilizes ali outreach
that God allows us whether through tele-
vision, radio, audio cassettes, video
tapes, speaking engagements, or the
printed page. The materials we have
been able to produce have been used by
churches, Bible teachers, Christian apol-
ogists, laymen and others as well as
those seeking hife in Jesus Christ.

We are not afraid to stand up for Jesus
Chnist in public forums or wherever the
Lord leads. Of course this type of min-
istry is not for the faint of heart and very
often leads to the same type of suffering
and persecution that we find in the Book
of Acts. But as the old saying goes, “one
life will soon be past, only what’s done
for Christ will last,” and as Paul said, "I
press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God i1n Chnist Jesus™
(Phil. 3:14). Amen! ¥

Micellaneous Radio Interviews:
with authors, theologians and apologists

The Biblical 1iew of Self-Esteem — s the
current "Christian ™ psvaiology movernent teadung &
humanust view of selfesteem” Theologian  Jayv
Adamy answ ers this unportant question

Beyvond Culture Hars — e Mecklev mier-
views author Midhael Horton and asks the guestion.
“Has the diurds confused the Gospel with pelies™
Primer on_Apologetics —— Author Jobn Frame

(fod.”

Romanism — Author Rob Zinsy. discusses his e
book. “Ronigaism. The Relentess Roman Carheldic
Assault on the Gospel of Jesus Christ ™

Each tape is $4.95 + S&H

for doing what s right rarher than for doing what 1 wrong .

“But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. AND DO NOT
FEAR THEIR INTRIDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED, ** but sanctific Christ as Lord
in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense 1o evervone who asks vou to give an
account for the hope thut Is in vou, ver with genilenesy and reverence! " and kecp a good
conscignce so thal i the thing in which you are slandered, those wha revile vour good behuy-
inr i Christ mon: be pd 1o sheme T Fordris perter, 1 God should will it s, that v sufler
{1 Peter 3:14-17. NASB)

talks about his book “Apologeiics 1o the (lory of

Sometimes in our fast-paced society, it can be hard to
find the time to sit down and watch a 1 or 2 hour video.
If vou are pressed for time. please consider our 28
minete topical videos. These videos give you an overview
of groups such as; the United Pentecostal Church,
Seventh-Dayv Adventism, Roman Catholicism, Baha'i

TOPICAL
VIDEOS

etc. For a complete list of our topical videos see page 8.
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIGM
Video Series

Seventh-Day Adventism (SDA) has as its foundation the "Spirit of Prophecy” mentioned in Revelation
19:10. Traditionally the SDA has referred to this “Spirit of Prophecy” as Ellen G. White. The importance of
Fllen G. White as God’s prophetess cannot be underestimated when it comes to understanding SDA theol-
ogy and history. White’s interpretation of Scripture based on her many writings, is looked upon within the
SDA in many circles as being almost tantamount to Scripture itself.

The question then arises, “if Ellen G.White is God’s prophetess, does she meet the requirements of a true
prophet as found in God’s word?” The Bible gives very clear distinctions for determining the verity of an
alleged prophet, see Deuteronomy 13:1-5 and Deuteronomy 18:20-22. If Elten G. White fails the test (1 John
4:1) then the religion she founded fails with her. This video series will give very shocking evidence to answer
the above question.

To most people Seventh-Day Adventists are an enigma. Generally all that is known about them is that
they go to church on Saturday rather than Sunday and keep rather interesting dietary rules. Ignorance of the
most cherished beliefs of the Seventh-Day Adventists as well as their history is pervasive and commonplace.

This video series seeks to investigate the history and beliefs of the Seventh-Day Adventist church in
greater detail so that the oft asked question “Is it a cult!” can be properly answered in light of Biblical truth.

2 Cor 11:3-4 states:

“But | am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his crafti-
ness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and
purity of devotion to Christ. For if one comes and preaches an-
other Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a differ-
ent spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel
which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully” (NASB)

Program #1: History and Beliefs of the Seventh-Day Adventists
Program #2: Distinctive Seventh-Day Adventist Beliefs (Continued)
Program #3: Was Ellen G. White a False Prophetess?

Program #4: Scriptural Refutation of Seventh-Day Adventism

Former members of the Seventh-Day Adventist church, Audio soundtracks
VHS (2 T APES) Carole and Wallace Slattery (left) with host Larry Wessels
$25 00 + S&H appear in this series. Wallace Slattery 1s the author of the 4 tapes
' book, Are Seventh-Day Adventists Faise Prophets? $16.00 + S&H
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The “International Church of Christ”

Alias “The Boston Movement”

Bob L. Ross

he “main-line” Church of

Chnist developed from an ong-

inal “reformation” / “unity” ef-

fort inaugurated by Thomas
Campbell in 1809. The oniginal group
formed “The Christian Association of
Washington, Pennsylvania™ and at
first sought “commuruon” with the
same Presbyterian Church Synod
which had earlier “censured” Thomas
Campbell for tus diversions.

After being spurned by the Presby-
terians, the “Christian Association”
decided to “assume the character of an
independant Church,” and this was
accomphished on May 4, 1811 at
Brush Run. A short time later, under
the leadership of Alexander Campbell,
the son of Thomas, the majority of the
small church arranged for immersion
in water June 12, 1812 and the act
was performed for seven members by
a Baptist miruster, Matthias Luce, in
Buffalo Creek.

Thus the “order” of the beginming of
this church was — first, they formed
the church orgamization; second. they
were immersed. As for their “gospel.”
this was to come seven years later: the
theory was first presented in 1823 by
Alexander Campbeil in a debate with
W L McCalla. but the pracuice did
not arrive until 1827 when Walter
Scott, a disciple of the Campbells.
immersed Mr. Walliam Amend on
November 18. This was supposedly
the “restoration of the ancient gospel”
of baptism “for (in order to obtain) the
remission of sins ~ Amend later joined

the Mormons.

All the foregoing historical details
are from the Memoirs_of Alexander
Campbell and are also related in
Campbellism, Its History and Here-
sies by Bob L Ross, published by Pil-
grim Publications. Box 66, Pasadena,
TX 77501.

This movement grew thru the means
of proselytizing Baptists, Presbyten-
ans, and others and its leaders began
calling it the “restoration movement.”
They claimed they were “going back
to the Bible” to “the ancient order of
things.” restoring the New Testament
church. Although it spoke of “unity,”
it was never very strongly unified.
Some of the members left to join the
Mormon movement of Joseph Smith
and took the “baptismal remission of
sins” heresy with them. :

Another “splinter” followed after
John Thomas and catled itself the
Christadelphians, and they also taught
the “baptismal renussion” theory,
adding the necessity of “under-
standing” the “purpose” of baptism
for the act to be “scriptural ™ Alexan-
der Campbell. who did not hold to the
“baptismal remission” theory when he
immersed in 1812, wrote articles
against the view of John Thomas and
published them 1n his MiLENNIAL
HarBnGer magazine i 1835 and
afterwards. Campbell himself claimed
a conversion “experience’ before he
ever came to Amenica, long before his
immersion (Memoirs., Vol. 1. pp. 48
4¢_ 2 pp 111. 112} He had no use
for the Thomas theorv.

The movement divided 1n an even
more significant developement 1n the
mid-1800"s over two i1ssues: The
Missionary Society and Instrumental
Music. As a result of the division over
these 1ssues. the “Church of Christ.”
as known in the 1900°s_ took 11s form

and substance, pnmarily molded by
David Lipscomb and his associates
thru Tue Gospi. ADVOCATE magazine
and publishing house. There was a
relatively solid unity in the ant-
instrumental church until the md-
1900’s when the “institutional” issue
became a divisive factor.

“ Anti-institutionalism” invoived op-
position by many to the use of church
monies for the support of orphan
homes and other “man-made organi-
zations.” Magazines were started to
oppose institutionalism and several
debates served to magnify the differ-
ences. The result was two “churches
of Christ” — Tur GospPEL. AbVOCATE
variety (pro-institutional) and Ths
Gosrrl. GuaRDIAN varniety (anti's).

“Crossroadsism”

In the 1970’s, a new and aggressive
“evangelism” began to assert itself un-
der the leadership of Chuck Lucas at
the Crossroads Church of Chnst in
Gainsville, Florida. There was a spe-
cial emphasis toward the student body
of the Unuversity of Florida. This new
approach attached more importance to
pre-baptismal and post-baptismal
“discipleship” to accomphsh its pur-
pose, there was more regimentation of
both the ieadership and those being
“discipled ™ Methodology (technique.
procedure, etc. became of the utmost
importance, necessitating “‘serminars’”
and “manual” type instruction.

“Crossroadsism™ eventually col-
lapsed along with the mimstry of Lu-
cas. but not before it was absorbed
and transplanted to Boston, Mas-
sachusetts by Kip McKkean and his as-
sociates. in 1979 They have effec-
tively used the basics of “Cross-
roadsism’” and added a few touches of

WConteneed on page S
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Conpinued from page "

their own. creating the current
“international Church of Christ,” or
as it 15 commonly called. “The Boston
Movement.”

McKean is committed o the Camp-
bellite “restoration-of-the-church”™ id-
added a
“reconstruction” 1deology. The latter
is the term for proselyting “churches
of Chnist™ already existing, covering
“re-baptisms” of those who are
deemed to need such baptism. He also
has devolped a “pvramud” structure of
church “govemment” whereby the
“hierarchy” at the “top” has control
over the whole movement. This 1s on
the order of Romamsm and other cul-
tic organizations which are domunated
by one or more primary leaders. This
system engenders “loyalty” and “mind
control” on the lower stratas of the
“pyranid.” But these matters have to
do with organizational format, not the
“soteriology” (doctnne of salvation)
of the movement.

Both “Crossroadsism™ and “Bos-
tonism” are basically the “"Camp-
bellism” or “church of Chnstism”™ of
former times, teaching the “baptismal
remission of sins” theory. The
methodology and regimentation are
more innovative, but the doctrine on
“baptismal remission” and “cond-
itional” salvation thereafter are the
same. From our perspective, their
doctrine is “salvation by works." ¥

eoclogy, plus he has

MYTH - LEGEND - LORE

What do these three things have in common?

The *Church of Christ” restoration of the gospel.

B Get the answers to the myth of the “restoration™ by “Church of Chnst™
 founders. Thomas and Alexander Campbell. Barton Stone and others in

Nthe book Campbellism. 1is History and Heresies by Bob L. Ross

Available from CurisTian Answers for just $3.95 + S&H

INTRODUCTION TO
(CONTROVERSY

A video history of various tele-
vised programs that lead to a week
long debate with the “Church of]
Christ.” Taken from the “Pilgrim
Publications Presents” television
series, one episode of the "big”
debate is also shown. (2 hours).

CaN MECHANICAL INSTRUMENTS
oF Mustc Senp YouTo HeLL??

Bob L. Ross, expert on Campbel-
lite theology, examines the ques-
tion of whether the use of musical
instruments i the worship service
can damn your soul. “A Replyto a
Campbellite Five-Stepper” is also
included. (1 hour, 30 mm.).
$15.00 + S&H

$15.00 + S&H

THE CAMPBELLITE DOCTRINE
or THE WORK OF THE HoLY
SPIRIT
Does the Holy Spirt mdwell the
believer? Is the power of the Holy
Spirit only in the Scriptures? Bob
L. Ross answers these questions
and many more. Campbellite
“restorer” Barton W. Stone’s
views concerning the deity of
Christ are reviewed. (2 hours)

$15.00 + S&H

CHRISTIAN ANSWERS TopricAlL VIDEOS

1 Babaism (with Dr. Frank Beckwith. author of the Bethany House book
Bahai}.
2 Roman Catholicism #1 (with Rob Zins, author of Romanism: The Relentless

Roman Catholic Assualt Against the Gospel of Jesus Christ.)

3 Roman Catholicism #2 (with Rob Zins)

4 The “King James Only” Cult #1 (with Gary Hudson, editor of the Baprist
Biblical Heritage magazine.)

5 The “King James Only” Cult #2 (Gary Hudson)

6 Seventh-Day Adventism #1 (with Wallace Slattery, author of Are Seventh-
Dary Adventists False Prophets?)

7 Seventh-Day Adventists #2 (Wallace Slattery)

8 The “Church of Christ” (with Bob L. Ross, author of Campbellism, Its
History and Heresies )

9 United Pentecostal Church {with Mark McNeil, former U.P.C. member and
valedictorian of Texas Bible College )

10 Word-Faith Heresy #1 (with Michaei Horton, editor of the book The Agony
of Deceit )

11 Word-Faith Heresy #2 (Michael Horton)

You may choose any three of the above 28 minute videos for the single price
of $20 00 + S&H Catalog 1dentification 1s CATV. For example, if you wish to
order Bahaism. “Church of Christ’. and Unuted _Pentecostal Church: please
list on order form as CATV = 1, 8,9 Three videos on one tape for one low pnce
of $20.00 + S&H
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seARE of FALSE PROPHETS

Larry Wessels

esus said, ‘Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in
sheeps clothing, but mwardly
they are raveming wolves”
(Matt. 7:15, KJV). Jesus says here
‘that these false prohets will appear to
be sheep (Christians) but in reality are
wolves seeking to devour the flock.
This waming by the Lord to his
people is very important and should
not be overlooked. Paul likewise
wamns in his second letter to the
Connthians, chapter 11;

"But 1 am afraid that just as
Eve was deceived by the ser-
pent's cunnjng, your minds
may somehow be led astray
from your sincere and pure
devotion to Christ. For if
someone comes to you and
preaches a Jesus other than
the Jesus we preached, or if
you receive a different spirit
from the one you recetved. or
a different gospel from the
one you accepted. you put up
with it easily enough... For
such men are false apostles.
deceitful  workmen, mas-
querading as apostles of
Christ. And no wonder, for
Satan himself masquerades as
an angel of light.It 1s not sur-
prising. then. if his servanis
masquerade as servants of
righteousness. Their end will
be what their actions de-
serve.” (verses 3-4. 13-13a
NIVY

Throughout the Bible specific wamn-
ings conceming false prophets and
teachers are everywhere to be found.
In fact. almost half of the Bibie itself
1s apologetic in nature, that 1s to say.
a defense of basic Christian beliefs
against attacks and heresies. For in-
stance, Colossians and the First Epis-
tle of John deal largely with refuting
the Gnostic heresies of the first cen-
tury.

The message then 15 clear, we as
Christians are to “contend for the faith
that was once for all entrusted to the
saints” (Jude 3, NIV). This means a
firm footing in the Word of God
("Study to show thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth " — 2 Tim 2:15 KJV), the
ability to discem false doctrine
(“Prove all things; hold fast to that
which 1s good™ ~— | Thess. 5:21), the
ability to defend the truth (.. _and be

“The Jesus of the cults is not
the Jesus of the Bible and
the God of the cults is not the
Biblical God.”

ready to give an answer to every man
that asketh vou a reason for the hope
that is in vou™ — 1 Peter 3.15). and
being unmovable from God's revealed
Word ("As a result, we are no longer
to be children. tossed here and there
by waves. and carried about by every
wind of doctnine, by the trickery of
men. by craftiness m deceitful schem-
mng." (Eph 4 14 NASE).

The question then anses: Who are
these false prophets and teachers”
What makes them different” Where do
thev come from”

In todav's termmnology. many cf

.these so-called false prophets and

teachers have been classified as mem-
bers of religious “cuits.” The word
“cult” itself has a rather negative con-
notation, especially since Jonestown
and Mt. Carmel, and is vague at best.
Therefore, for our purposes we will
adopt a definition for the word
According to the late Dr. Walter Mar-
tin, founder of the Christian Research
institute and authonty on the non-
Chnstian cults in America, a “cult”
can be defined as:

a group of people gathered
about a specific person’s in-
terpretation of the Bible. For
example, Jehovah's Witnesses
are, for the most part, follow-
ers of Charles T. Russell and
J.F. Rutherford. The Christian
Scientist of today is a disciple
of Mary Baker Eddy and her
interpretations of Scripture. ..

{taken from Kingdom of the
Cults, page 11)

According to Dr. Martin and others,
there are almost 20 million people in
America alone involved in religious
cults while another 40 mullion dabble
or practice some form of the occult,
such as astrology, spirttism, satanism,
withcraft. ouija boards, tarot cards.
palm-reading, etc. Currently. there are
over 5000 rehgious movements and
practices in the United States and of
these. all are seeking converts via one
form of communication media or an-
other.

The Church of Jesus Chnst Latter
Day Saints {Mormons), for example.
is by far the largest Amenca-based
cult. Although 1t has only been 174
vears since its founder Joseph Smith

tontinged on page 125
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Director
lLamy Wessels

[nvolved in counter<uit munistry since
1981, staff writer for the Baprisi Biblical
Heritage magazine: former assistant with
the Research and Education Foundation; co-
host with the “In Defense of the Faith™ radio
and television programs: former Director of
Dayspring Evangelism and columnist for
The Believers Guide magazine; graduate of
the University of Texas at Austin. seminar
speaker and lecrures on cults and the occubt,

A T e

Consultant: Campbellism
Contributing Editor
Bob L. Ross

Disector of Pilgrim Publications. one of the
leading publishers ol the works of C.H.
Spurgeon in the world; publisher of the Bap-
rist Biblical Fleritage magazine; 1elevision
host; author of The Trinity and Fremal
Sonship, The Restoration_ Movemeni,
Campbellism: {is Hisiory and Heresies,

CHRISTIAN ANSWERS STAFF

Research & Publications
Jim Toungate Jr

Editer and designer of the (e
SHERT Jorrwar: former Directar of
Cult Censultants: former colimanist and as-

sociate editar for the Teras Messenger
Newspaper. formier Rescarch and Fducation
Foundation publications tvpesctter and de-
signer. speaker and lecturer for the SBC 'y
Home Mission Board Limerfaith Witness De-
partment n the fizlds of Mormonism. New
Age and Jehovah's Witnesses.

Consuitant: Catholicism\EKJV
Only; Contributing Editor

James White

Director of Alpha & Omega Minustrics, ; BA
in Biblical Studies: proficient in Biblical
languages: graduated Swmma Cum Laude
Grand Canyon Unpversity, Ray Maben
scholar; MA in Theelogy from Fuller Theo-
logical Semtnary: former professor of chreh
hustory at Grand Canyon Univetsity. author

Director of Radio Outreach
T oe Meckiey

Lee currently resides in Aushn exas and
has been cmploved by Austin's feading
Christian tatk-radio station KIXL 970 AM for
five vears: Leg 1y the host of the KIX]. Aforn-
ing Magasine show and does frequent infer-
views with stholars, itheologians, apolegists
and other leading Christian  thinkers.
fEiditor’s note: See bottom of page 5 cntitled
“Miscellancouws [nlerviews” for some of the
outstanding programs that Lee has produced. |

Consultant: Creation Science

Contributing Editor
Dr. Michael Girouard

Associate and speaker with the Institute for
Creation Research: BS in Chemistry, South-
castern  Louisiana  University: MD  —
Louisiana State University Medical School,
residency — anesthesiology, Ochsner Foun-
dation Hospital; campus lecturer, guest on
many radio programs incluting CRI's Bible

Consultant: UPC & Trinity
Mark McNeil

Mipisier. rescher, and author who resides in
Pasadena, TX with his wife and son; camed de-
grees in theology and Biblical studies including
a 3 year degree from Texas Bible College
where he was named valedictorian, MA candi-
date in Theological Soudics — Luther Rice
Semenary. auther of the booklet 4n Evaluarion
of the Oneness Pewrecostal Movemens; has
appeared in many videos such as: [y the Trininy

Consultant: Roman Catholicism
Contributing Editor
Rob Zmns Th M

Graduate of Dallas Theologival Seminary.
1981 — Th.M Historical Theology: teaching
clder of Reformed Bible Clwrch, Rutland
VT: author of Romanism: The Releytless
KRoman Catholic dssault on the Gospel aof

Acts 238 and Bapxismal Rerrission. of The Fagal Flow and many other books.

Wr szLmvy in one God who is elernally existent in
three persons — ¥ather. Son and Holy Spirt -—— and
that He created evenvthing ex nikifo (out of nothing}
for His own pleasure ond purpose.

Wi pELmvE that the 66 books that comprise the Bible
are the plenary. verhally inspired Word of God, in-
errant and infallible n the onginal manuseripts, ad
the guide and final authority m matters of faith and day
to day life, interpreted by the Holy Spirit t¢ each indi-
vidual believer.

Wi BELIEVE in the exigtence md personality of Satan,
his congplete opposition to God and his power over the
anregenerate.

Wr gerevE that mun was created perfeatly m the im-
age of God, and when he smped. mankind incurred
both physical and spintual death; thus man hecame
eternally separated from God and incapable of provid-
ing redemption for himselt.

W szLrvy that the Lord Jesus Chrigt was begolten of
the Fiatiter through the Holy Spirtt. und was homn of the
Virgin Mary, and is true man without ceasing to be
God. Thus [e s the God-mun.

W ssiarvE that the Lard Jesus Christ bved a pardea

OuURr STATEMENT OF FAITH

and smiless life that fully pleased His Father: that He
gave himself of his own free wal to be the saonfice for
the redemption of man and that He hore the judgement
demanded by God’s holy justice agamns sizn. thus mak-
ng it possible tor God to remam just and vel o the
same Lime to justsfv those who believe m His Son Jesus
Chrigt.

Wr srreve that the Lord Jesus Christ rose in a glori-
tied but humun body from the dead, never to die agam,
:md ascended to the right hand of the Father, where as
bigh preist of His church he mediates between God and
man tor those who are repentant believers.

We srLipvy that those who by faith aloae and through
6o mert of ther own, receive the Lord Jesus Chnist as
Saviur are muracufously born agam of the Holy Spirit
ad become Ghildren of God md panakers of Ths
civine nature and emal bfe.

Wi pELeve that the Holy Spint baptizes all true be-
Lievers wto the one true Churds. Tis Body; that e in-
dwells them vternally. hestows spiritual gifts upon
them. and anpowers them for sarvice and holy loing,
W BrLivvE thul the Soriptures have given us evary-
thmg pertaming 1o hte mnd godliness, mcludimg not

Answer Man show. video series gusest.

5, setminar speaker: fealwred in a 16-part
video series on Roman Catholcism,

only salvation from the penalty of sin but instruction in
righlecusness for present santification and victorious
living to the glory of God.

We neimevy that two ordmances. neither of which is
cssential to salvation, are to be ohserved by all believ-
ers m ohedience to our Lord until Chrid's retum: bap-
tism :md the Lord’s Supper.

Wr srimvy that at death the souls of the redeemed pass
immedistely into Christ's presence, to remam there un-
til the resurrection of the body ot Christ s retum for [is
bride. We also hebieve that at death the souls of the Jost
go to Heil. where they will remain until they sre
brought before Christ at the Great White Throne {mal
Judgement to be judged according to their works and
<wt miothe Lake of Fire, there 1o reroam aemally

Wi prireve that our Lord Jesus Christ. will ane day
retum for iy Churdh to gather them as He promised,

“fle which testifieth these things saith,
Nurely [ come quickly. lmen Fren o,
come, Lord Jesus” (Rev 22:20 KJV)
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SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Video Oeries

% Which is the Christians major enemy: the world, the flesh, or the devil?
4 Should Christians rebuke the devil, or resist him?
% Can spirits of lust, murder, or anger cause Christians to sin?

Get answers to these questions and many more on the Biblical subject of spiritual warfare.

Join Thomas lce co-author of the Harvest House book 4 Holy Rebellion and contributor to
the New King James Study Bible, and CHrISTIAN ANSWERS director Larry Wessels for this
informative and fascinating six-hour video senies. Contents include:

Introduction to Spiritual Warfare
The Sufficiency of Scripture
Satan’s Devices
The Names and Attributes of Satan
Satanic Techniques and Christian Heresies
Can a Christian be Demon-Possessed?

Thomas Ice
Director of Biblical Awareness
Ministries and contributor to the Belmet of Salbation
New King James Study Bible ‘

Breastplate of Righteousness = Shield of Faith

Sioord of the Spirit wepe = P ins girded ith Truth

against the rulers, against the
that you may be able to stand powers, against the world forces
firm against the schemes of the of this darkness, against the spiri-
devil. For our struggle is not t tual forces of wickedness in the
against flesh and blood, but heavenly places.” (Eph 6:11-12}

"Put on the full armor of God,

Preparation of the Sospel

VHS, (3 Tapes) 6 hours $30.00 + S&H
*Audio soundtracks — 6 tapes. $24.00 + S&H
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{Continued from page V)

Jr. allegedly had a vision of two gods.
the Mormon church has grown to an
estimated five million foilowers. In
1067, Time magazine reported that
the Mormon Church grossed over
$365,000,000 a vear and that figure

has risen significantly. Consequently.
the Latter Day Saints allocate big

money for ads on network television
and national publications such as
Reader’s Digest while fielding over
40,000 fulltime missionanes through-
out the world.

To illustrate a point, the combined
missionary effort (full and part-time
workers) of all Protestant, Orthodox
and Roman Catholic churches 1s ap-
proximately one third of the mission-
ary effort of, say, the Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society (Jehovah's
Witnesses). Amazngly, the Watch-
tower Society’s presses can tum out
more literature in more languages n
six months than all of Christendom
can produce in a year.

But wait, what makes these reli-
gious groups any different than from
the rest who are claiming to be Chns-
tians? Why are groups like the Mor-
mons and Jehovah’s Witnesses con-
sidered non-Chnstian cults while so
many doctrinally different denomina-
tions and churches within mainiine
Christianity are not?

Although the answer 1s sometimes
complex, the essential and fundamen-
tal difference is found in the Gospel of
Luke where Jesus asked the question,
“whom say the people that I am (Luke
0:18)?” The answer to this question is
what separates Biblical and histonc
Christianity from the cults forever. In
fact, failure to answer this question
accurately will mean an eternity in
darkness away from the presence of
God.

Peter gave the correct answer as
found in Matt. 16:16 when he said,
“Thou art the Son of the living God.”
In essence, Peter here is stating that
Jesus 1s God because the Jews of that
day knew that the Christ was to be

God (see lsaiah 7 14. @6y and to say
that someone was “the Son of God”
was considered blasphemy by them
{see Mark [4a1-63; John 3 17-18,
19-6-7).

Jesus ctaimed to be God Almightv
many times as evidenced by the fact
that he used the divine name of "l am”
from Exodus 314 when speaking of
himself. An excellent example of this
is found in John %38 where Jesus
said, "Verily, venly | say unto vou,
Before Abraham was. 1 am.” The
Jews understood what he meant as
“they took up stones to cast at um”

(verse 39), The Lord had earlier de-
clared in John 8:24. ~ for if ve be-
lieve not that | am he, ve shall die in
vour sins.” Notice that the word, “he”
15 italicized in the King James version
which means that its not found 1n the
original Greek text. This verse, then
would be more accurately rendered:
» . .for if ve believe not that 1 am, ye
shall die in your sins.” Therefore Je-
sus, by applying God’s name of “I
am” to himself, very dogmatically
states in this verse that peopie must
believe in he is God in order to be

(Continued on page 13)

Roman Catholicism

Video Series

This series 1s for the Christian defender of the faith who wants a comprehensive
overview of the entire “‘system” of salvation known as Roman Catholicism.

Rob Zins, Th.M, Dallas Theological Seminary and author of Romanism: The
Relentless Roman Catholic Assault on the Gospel of Jesus Christ! joins Larry Wes-

a continual best seller.
Roman _Catholicism (Set #1):

Roman Catholicism (Set #2):

Roman Catholicism (Set #3):

Roman Catholicism (Set #4):

- [ e .
Rob Zins & Larry Wessels

sels in surveying Catholic theology in light of biblical truth. This series has remained

1) Old Testament Religion Revisited, 2) The Roman Mass, 3) What is your Author-
ity?. 4} Roman Catholic Inventions. 4 hours, VHS, (2 tapes), $25.00 + S&H
s Audio soundtracks of this set are available -— 4 tapes $16.00 + S&H

1y iatican Il and Evangelism. 2} The Roman Docirine of Mary, 3) The Docirine of
Purgatory, 4) The Doctrine of the Pope, 4 hours, VHS, (2 tapes) $25.00 + S&H

Fﬂ? Audio soundtracks of this set are available — 4 tapes $16.00 + S&H

1) Roman Catholic Apologists (part 1), 2) Roman Catholic Apologisis (part 2),
3) Seripture Twisting, 4) Justification Through Faith, 4 hours, VHS, (2 tapes) $25.00
+S&H. v Audio soundtracks of this set are available — 4 tapes $16.00 + S&H

1) The Roman Priesthood, 2) Roman Potpourri. 3) Roman-Style Universalism, 4)

Who Speaks for Rome?. 4 hours, VHS, (2 tapes) $25.00 + S&H. == Audio sound-
tracks of this set are available — 4 tapes $16.00 + S&H

To order the entire series:
16 hours, VHS, (8 tapes), $90.00 + S&H

Audio Soundtracks — 16 tapes, $59.00 + S&H

*%%* Plegse see order form for shipping and handling charges. ***
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(Continued from page 121

saved Of course it must always be re-
membered that while Jesus Chrnist was
100% God, he was also 100% man
(see Philippians 2:5-11).

The Jesus of the cults is not the Je-
sus of the Bible and the God of the
cults in not the Biblical God.

What then do the cults say about
Jesus? The foliowing quotations from
cultic sources should provide an
answer.

1. Mormon theology says: “In the be-
ginning, the head of the Gods called a
council of the Gods; and they came
together and concocted a plan to cre-
ate the world and the people in it”
(Journal of Discourses, Vol. VI, Ser-
mon by Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 5).
“Each of these Gods, including Jesus
Chnst and His Father, being in pos-
session of not merely an orgamzed
spirit, but a glorious immortal body of
flesh and bones ...” (Key to the Sci-
ence of Theology, ed. 1965, Parley
Pratt, p. 44).

2. Jehovah's Witness theology says.
“ _.The true Scriptures speak of
God’s Son, the Word, as ‘a god.” He
is a ‘mighty god,” but not the
Almighty God, who is Jehovah™ —
Isaiah 9:6™ (The Truth Shali Make
You Free, p. 47.) “Scnptural evidence
indicates that the name Michael ap-
plied to God’s Son before he left
heaven to become Jesus Christ and
also after his return, Michael 15 the
only one said fo be an ‘archangel’...”
(Aid to Bible Understanding, ed.
1971, p. 1152).

3. Christian Science theology savs:
“Jesus Christ 1s not God as Jesus
Himself declared but 1s the Son of
God” (Science and Health, ed. 1914,
p. 361). “Jesus . the Galilean prophet.
was bomn of the virgin Mary’s spin-
tual thoughts of Iife and 1ts manifesta-
tion” {(The First Church of Christ,
Seientist and Miscellomn p. 261).

4 Herbert W. Armstrong’s theology
sars: “Do vou really grasp it? The
purpose of vour being alive 1s that fi-
nally you be bom into the Kingdom of

R v hich states that Roman Catholicism

e

r.R.C. Sprdul & Lari'y Wessels

Dr. R.C. Sproul of Ligonier AMinistries
and CHrisTian Answiks Director Larry
Wessels met in a Bible conference in late
1993 while Larry was still organizing
and editing the Researcher newsletter.
Larry asked Dr. Sproul if he agreed with
the Westminsier Confession of Faith

was apostate, the Pope was the anti-
Christ (in the Reformation sense of the
word). etc. Dr. Sprouls response was
“absolutely!”

Larry also asked Dr. Sproul if he

: agreed with Dr. John Gerstner’s com-

ments concerning Romanism via
Jonathan Edwards, i.e., that Roman
Catholicism was the “Devil’s Master-
piece.” Once again Dr. Sproul agreed.

Dr. John Gerstner, professor emeritus
of church history and mentor to Dr,
Sproul, assisted Larry in writing his arti-
cle entitled “4 Response to CRI s
Attack™ in the Sept./Oect. 1993 Re-
searcher. For a copy of the articie please
send $3.00, [See also page 21]

God, when you will actually be God,
even as Jesus was and is God, and His
Father, a different person, zlso is
God! You are setting out on a training
to become creator —- to become God!”
(Why Were You Born? pp. 21, 22)
“Jesus, alone, ever to achieve it. .~
(Why Were You Born? pp. 11, 14)

5. Unification Church (Moonies) the-
ology says: “Jesus, being one body
with God, may be called a second God
(image of God). but he can no means
be God himself” (Divine Principle,
ed 1977, p. 211). “Jesus could not ac-
complish the purpose of the prowvi-
dence of phystcal salvation because
his body was invaded by Satan”
{Divine Principle, p. 148)

6. The Way International theology
savs: . we note that Jesus Christ 15
directly referred to as the ‘Son of
God’ in more than 50 verses mn the
New Testament; He 15 called ‘God’ in
four. Never 1s he called ‘God the Son.’
By sheer weight of this ewvidence
alone, 50 to 4. the truth should be evi-
dent” (Jesus Christ Is Not God,
Wierville, Am. Chr. Press. 1973, p.
1.

The lists of different beliefs from
different cults conceming the Lord
Jesus could go on indefinitely. While
cultic greups such as the Umity School
of Chnisuianity, the Bahar Faith. the
Foundation for Human Understand-

ing, the Theosophical Society, the
Family of God, Scientology, TM.,
Hare Krishna, The Nation of Islam,
and Eckankar are growing rapidly, a
host of other non-Christian cults are
popping up and spreading hke weeds
in an unkept yard. What is causing
this phenomenon?

Dr. Martin states that 80% of the
people in the kingdom of the cults
came from an orthodox Christian
background. The Scriptures give us
the reason for this phenomenon:
“They are of the world: therefore they
speak of the world, and the world
heareth them. We are of God: he that
knoweth God heareth us; he that is not
of God heareth not us” (1 John 4:5-7;
see also 1 John 2:18-19).

The Word of God also states that
“My people are destroyed for a lack of
knowledge: because thou hast rejected
knowledge, I will reect thee...”
(Hosea 4:6) lgnorance of God's
Word is an open invitation to cultic or
occultic indoctrination. The only way
to know a counterfeit is to know the
oniginal. Christians need to know not

_ only what theyv believe, but why; 1

Tim. 4:16 commands: “Take heed
unto thyself, and unto the doctnne:
continue 1n them: for in doing this
thou shalt save thvself, and them that
bear thee A
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QuickVerse 5.0

Dible Stdy

Jim Toungate

FIRST BEGAN USING QUICKVERSE
(version 2.0) for Windows well
over a year ago. Since that
time, my study of God's Word
has not been the same. So, | decided
that 1 would like to review this soft-
ware in the CHRISTIAN ANSWERS Joug-
NAL to share with you the reader why
I believe QuickVerse can help you in
your study of God’s Word.

In this article I will be doing an in-
depth review of QuickVerse 3.0, the
Bible translations, and Bible study
aids available through Parsons Tech-
nology. I wiil also be wnting two ad-
ditional reviews in upconung editions
of the CrrisTray ANswers JourvaL deal-
ing with the PC Bible Atlas for Win-
dows and the Bible I[llustrator for
Windows.

For those of you who are not famil-
iar with computer Bibles, or maybe
you are someone who is looking at the
possibility of purchasing a computer
in the near future, this review will help
you make an informed decision as to
whether QuickVerse 3.0 for Windows
is right for you or your family.

Before 1 begin my review, I think
that it would be in order to spend
some time on the subject of why
studying your Bible is of great tmpor-
tance and then [ will go on to show
you how QuickVerse 3.0 can help you
in this endeavor. :

Why You Should
Study the Bible

our sole source authonty fies with the
Bible In the Bible we find everv ma-
jor doctrine that serves as a guide for
the Christian. Shouldn’t Bible study
then be an integral part of our lives?

How are we to know what God has
revealed to us through His Word if we
never read or study it?

As Christians, we are commanded
in Scnipture to:

“Study to show thself ap-
proved unto (rod. a workman
that  needeth nor  fo  he
ashamed. rightly dividing the
word of truth.” (2 Tim 2013
KIiv)

And again in 2 Timothy 3:16-17

“A4{ Scripture is inspired hy
God and profitable for teach-
ing. for reproof. for correc-
tion, for training in righteous-
ness: | that the man of God
may he adequate. equipped
for every good work”
{NASB)

Scripture, is the ammunition for
spiritual warfare. Accordingto 2 Tim-
othy 3:17, if we don’t study God’s
Word we are not adequately equipped
for the job before us. To preach and
teach the Good News of Jesus Christ.

As Christians, we should endeavor
to spend as much time as possibie in
the Word of God each day so that
when the opportunity presents itself,
“we need not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.” Every
Christian should know his or her Bible
from cover to cover. If wedon’t, then
how will we know when error creeps
into the Body of Christ? (see Gal. 1:6-
8) Now, I am not implying that this 15

zoing to happen overnight. in one vear
or even in two vears. It will take a life-
yme of diligent study.

On the apostle Paul’s second mis-
jonary journey, he traveled through
Berea A city located in Southemn
Mecedonia about 30 miles from Thes-
salonica. Paul had just had a harrow-
ing time with the Jews there and had
been chased out of Thessalonica by
them However. the Scrptures tell us
that the Jews he found in the Syna-
gogue in Berea were:

somore nodle-minded than
those in Thessalonica. for
they recerved the word with
greal eagerness.
the Scriptures daily. (o see
wheiher these things were so.”
(Acts 17:11 NASB)

exantining

The Berean didn’t just believe ev-
ervthing that the apostle Paul told
them was in Scnpture. They checked
it out for themselves “to see 1f those
things were so0.”

If the Bereans examined what Paut
said against the Scriptures, shouldn’t
you examine what your pastor, Bible
teacher, Sunday school teacher, or
favorite TV evangelist teaches as
well? In order to do this though, you
must be familiar with what the Word
of God teaches!

Effective Bible Study

1 believe that it is important when
studying God’s Word to read more
than one translation. There are many
good modern transiations avatilable to-
day for Christians to use when exam-
ining the Scrptures.

To give you an idea of how some of
the translations compare, below L have
listed four examples of Colossians
2.9

“For in Flim all the fullness of
Deity dhwells in bodily form,”
(Col. 2.9 NASB)

(Continued on page 13
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A ontinued from page 14:

“For in him dwelleth all the
Sfullness of the Godhead bod-
v (Col. 2:9 KIVY

“For in Him dwells all the
fullness of the Gadhead bod-
3.7 (Col. 2:9 NIV}

“For in Christ all the fuliness
of the Deity lives in bodilyv
form,” (Col. 2:9 NIV)

As you can see — there are subtle
differences in each verse. The use of
the words “Deity” and “Godhead,”
“dwells,” and “fullness.”

The probiem with having more than
one Bible open at a time is keeping
track of where you’re at while com-
paring Scriptures. and there 1s also
limited space to consider. After all,
most Christians read their Bible while
sitting in a chair or at a table or desk
where there might not be much room
to have more than one Bible open at a
time. Or, maybe vou only choose to
study one translation. Whichever the
case may be, QuickVerse 3.0 for Win-
dows 1s the choice if you own an IBM
or IBM compatible personal com-
puter.

When Time’s of the Essence

Something else to consider 15 some~
times it can become a tremendous bur-
den in our fast paced society to find
time to study the Bible with any depth.
We have jobs and households to take
care of and that can leave little ot no
time to devote to the precious Word of
God.

As | mentioned before, when | study
the Bible I usualiv don’t confine my-
self to one translation. Most of the
time, 1 will have three or four transla-
tions sitting in front me. a commen-
tary. Bible dictionary. concordance,

and a Bible handbook so | can refer-
ence the maps when | want to see a
locatton. As you can imagine. this
process could be quite burdensome
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Screen capture {rom QuickVerse 3.0 with the KJV and Hebrew-Greek Transliterated Bible open

and ume consuming. Cross checking
references, looking up definitions of
words in Hebrew and (Greek, and so
forth. But no more. Since becoming a
QuickVerse 3.0 for Windows user, the
time | used to spend going from trans-
lation to translation, etc., can now be
spent in an in-depth study of God’s
Word.

What Is QuickVerse 3.0?

QuickVerse 3.0 for Windows 1s a
comprehensive Bible concordance
program for general and in-depth
study of the Word of God. This pro-
gram can perform complex searches
and then permits users to add detailed
notes. If you have ever wished that
vou had more room 1n the margins of
vour Bible to wnte notes, you don’t
have to worry about that anymore
with QuickVerse. It has a nice little
area at the bottom of the screen where
you can write and then store your
notes for later retrieval. QuickVerse,
will also allow vou to write book and
chapter notes as well,

One of the features that [ have reallv
enjoved 15 the capability to print your
notes along with the text after vou
have studied a chapter or boek so you
can exanune those gleanings that vou
received from the Word

QuickVerse. can also easily allow
youto compare between biblical inter-
pretanions (1f vou purchase additional

translations). The translations avail-
able from Parsons Technology at this
time are. King James (KIV), New King
James (NKIV), New International
(NIV), New American Standard Bibic
(NASB), Revised Standard (RSV), New
Revised Standard (NRSV), New Century
(NCV), The Living Bible (TLB), Hebrew
and Greek Transliterated Bible and the
Scofield Study Bible.

One of the things that has enhanced
my study of the Bible the most, 15 the
ability to view up to four translations
at one time. The Hebrew and Greek
transliterated Bible is keved to the
King James Version so that when you
have both of them open and you high-
light a word in English it will show
you the word 1n transhterated Hebrew
or Greek and give you Strong's defini-
tion of that word. You can also use the
Hebrew - Greek Bible with the KJV to
do in-depth word studies 1n passages
of Scnpture.

it doesn’t matter whether you are a
pastor, Bible scholar, evangelist, in
minustry, or a layman. QuickVerse 1s
for anvone who wants to get more out
of studying their Bible.

As a writer who deals with biblical
subjects on a daily basis, QuickVerse
has greatly reduced the time | used to
spend looking for that verse that |
couldn’t remember what chapter it
was in or find It has also saved my
fingers and eves much labor by being

iontmued on page o,
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{Continued from page 13}

able to quickly paste a verse or senes
of verses into the document 1 am
worlang on.

More Features Than You
Can Shake a Stick at!

Some of the things vou can use Quick-
Verse 3.0 to do are:

1. Perform complex searches with
mixed booleans, for example “(Saul
OR Paul) AND Barnabas”, and now
searches with four boolean operators:
AND. OR, NOT, and XOR. Quick-
Verse also supports nested searches.
2. Perform case sensitive searches.
For instance, vou can search for
verses with LORD (where “lord” and
“Lord” won’t match).

3. A cross-referencing feature has
been added to QuickVerse 3 0 so that
you can move from a book, chapter,
or verse mentioned in notes that you
have added.

4. Perform “proximity” searches
within a specific number of verses.
For example, “JohnAND WITHIN 2
James” would result in all of the
verses containing “John™ and.all the
verses that contain “James” that are
within 2 verses of each other.

5. QuickVerse 3.0, now includes wild
card capabilities for finding passages
which contain words sharng certain
roots. In addition to searching for
“pbapt*” (locating “baptist,” “bap-
tize.” “baptized,” and baptizing”) wild
card now searches for *rew, Heb7ew.
and Heb*.

6. Note formatting has been enhanced
to include the capability to italicize,
bald, and underiine in the note field.
7. In QuickVerse 3.0, nght mouse
button support has been added to pro-
vide the most commoen menu com-
mands.

8. QuickVerse 3.0 also now includes
Nave's Topical Bible. This used to be
an add-on module for QuickVerse 2.0
9. Allows for limiting or expanding

scans to cover any range of books,
chapters or verses.

10 Retrieves every occurrence of se-
lected search words 1n just seconds.
11 Allows vou to create personalized
topical indexes from word searches
which can be retrieved at anytime.

Nave’s Topical Bible

As mentioned earlier in this review,
QuickVerse 3.0 now comes with
Nave's Topical Bible. If you have
never used Nave's in your study of
God’s Word, you don’t know what
vou're mussing! Nave s Topical Bible,
is a collection of indexes arranged by
topic allowing for more efficient studv
of any of the six translations available
from Parsons. With QuickVerse 3.0,
Nave's is within the reach of vour
mouse pointer. You have access to a
total of 70,000 biblical references by
general topic rather than limiting vour
scans to specific words or phrases.
Nave’s is 2 must for any serious Bible
student who wishes to study the Bible
in a topical fashion.

Holman's Bible Dictionary

The Holman Bible Dictionary 15 a
tool for both understanding the Bible
in the context in which 1t was wntten
and then applying it to modem day
living It presents backgrounds, defi-
nitions, outlines and extensive theo-

logical information, which provides
depth and consistency to every level of
Bible study. Containing understand-
abie essavs and thorough scriptural
references, the Holman Bible Dictio-
nary for Windows puts complex or
abstract theological concepts within

easy reach of Bible students as a stand
alone software package for Windows,

or it can also be easily accessed from
QuickVerse itself.

Putting it all Together

The combination of ease of use, ex-
tensive on-line help and power-
packed tools of QuickVerse, the van-
ous transiations, and Bible study aids
that Parsons offer make thus Bible
software a defimite must for every se-
rious student of the Word of God.

There is much more that Quick-
Verse 3.0 1s capable of, but, due to the
limited space of this joumnal 1t was im-
possible to cover all the various as-
pects of QuickVerse 3.0 for Windows.
If you would like more information
about the products mentioned n this
review feel free to contact Parsons
Technology at the following address
or phone number:

Parsons Technology
P.O. Box 100
Hiawatha, lowa 52233-0100
(319) 365-9626

- Fax (319) 395-0217

Book Review:
The Roman Catholic Church in History

reviewed by Jim Toungate

Christian Answers Director of Research, Jim Toungate, reviews Walter
Martin’s little known book on Roman Catholicism published in 1960.
Did CRI's founder Walter Martin believe that the Roman Catholic
Church was a true church or that it was apostate? Do Christians need a
pope to guide them in matters of faith and morals? Does Roman
Catholicism nullify the gospel of Jesus Christ? is there a reason why
CRI does not promote this book in a time when their position is being
questioned concerning Romanism? Learn the truth about Walter Mar-
tin"s position from his own words! $3.00 + S&H
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A Tribute to a Dear Friend and Saint
The Story of Beverly McNulty

A note of explanation jfrom C.A. s direc-
tor Larry essels:

A couple who has been dear to my
heart. especially when 1 was working to
lift the Research & Education Founda-
tton to a national outreach munistry back
in 1990 and 1991, was Beverly and Steve
McNulty. 1 still remember talking to
Beverly as if it werg only vesterday dur-
ing those early days. Her concern and vi-
sion for ministry was truly encouraging
and she was also the first to pledge fi-
nancial support.

The Lord took Beverly home after a
battle with cancer and since that time 1
have, in some small way., wanted to
honor her in tribute. I feel tike the best
way this can be done is by sharing sev-
eral letters she had written to me so that
by them she can still bless others. Her
letters are followed by a short biographi-
cal sketch written by her husband Steve.

I am Jooking forward to mesting her
again someday in the presense of Christ
the King! Amen!

Beverly & Steve McNulty

Dear Larry,

Thank you for the informative, inspir-
ing letter. 1 do cherish it.

What a jov it is to hear of lives given
over sacrificially to Jesus Christ, but how
sad for the necessity. The overwhelming,
majority of Christians work little or not
at all There seems to be such a tiny rem-
anant of God impassioned. sinner - fov-
g souls, the fields are so white to har-
vesl. that the glare 15 blinding' Thank
you for the encouragement | receive from
vour lives poured out as a living sacrifice
of jovful dedicated service to so Holy a
master.

My devotion to all of you Mav we

never grow so content in this life that we
become patient waiting for Him though
we are to be “patient waiting for Christ,”
we are to “run with patience the race that
is set before us,” this does not mean that
we should not seriously desire that glon-
ous day when Chrnist, at last. comes to
take us home. “Even so, come Lord lJe-
sus!™

Beverly McNulty
9/20/91

Dear Larry.

What a delight to come home last
evening and discover your loving note
and gift! You are good medicine for the
soul!

1 was greatly excited to get the catalog
and other information. But right after
they came, everything seemed to snow-
ball. 1t has been constantly on my mind,
but your precious note was the stimula-
tion for me to lay all eise aside and act.

Just between us — we haven’t told
anyone except those who had to know |
was diggnosed with cancer tn June. After
two minor sugeries and some tests, there
is no more cancer detectable. From the
mnitial lab reports, I have no doubt but
that this 1s a direct act of grace from
God. | will undergo six months of
chemotherapy as a precautionary mea-
sure. They tell me 1 will lose my hair!
Oh, well, a small inconvenience for so
gracious a gift.

We will endevour to make our contri-
butions to your sacrificial and much-
needed ministry with more regulanty.
Let me know 1f yvou obtain a tax-
deductible status.

Mav God bless, protect. encourage.
and comfort you as you serve and love
Him. Thank vou for speaking the truth
without counting the temporat cost

Baverly McXNulty
§:06/9]

Dear Larn,

My dear friend. vour cards and iatters

are a refreshing drink of water to a
thristy soul 1 realize that it requires
great effort 1o carve out the time to write.
The pictures help to bond us together. |
have placed the last picture you sent on
the bulletin board in my office., so that
everytime | see it I will remember to pray
for ail of you

1 realize the work you do is exhausting
and thankless, but your ministry 15 a
blessing to the world and a glory to our
God. May the Lord greatly bless you in
this life and the life to come.

The chemotherapy has been more try-
ing than ] expected it to be, and in ways
I never expected. How good to know that
God is always in control.

Take care, dear ones, and God bless
you all!

Beverly McNulty
1/01/92

Beverly Gail McNulty
by Steve McNulty

Born:
August 27, 1952, Witchita, Kansas
Moved to Hutchinson, KS just after
birth.

Schoot:
Graduated Butler High School - 1970
Graduated Witchita Business School in
1982 (certified court reporter).

Family:
Married Steven M. McNulty, June 12,
1970. No children. A Marnage made in
heaven.

Beverly didn’t come from a Chrnistian
home. During high school a dear girl
friend and classmate kept inviting her te
church. It was only whan Beverly turned
16 (driving age in Kansas) that she drove
herself to her friend’s church, First
Southern Baptist Church, Hutchinson,
Kansas. Growing up Beverly being in
love with amimals and ali of nature.
sensed God. So accepting Jesus Christ as
her personal savior was a most normal
and jovful experience.

Beverly and | mei on a blind date, ar-
ranged by friends at First Southern Bap-
tist Church. Shortly after my discharge
from the U.S Navy [t was truly love at

sContinued on page TN
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(Continued from page 171

first sight. | accepted Jesus Christ as my
personal savior in April, 1970 and we
were married two months later.

All through our married life Beverly
studied God's Word, She enrolled in a
correspondence course from Liberty Uni-
versify, not for a degree or certificate al-
though che could have eacily taken and
passed all exams, but just for personal
growth in God's Word. Beverly was a
prolific reader and writer. Her thrist for
knowledge and truth was unquenchabie,
her stand for righteousness uncompro-
mising,

Beverly always felt her witness was
one of the most important ways she could
share her faith.

Beverly started having health prob-
lems in 1984, with brain surgery in 1985
to correct a meningocele. Although this
condition had taken the sight in her right
eye, it never dampened her spirits,
Breast cancer was diagnosed in July,
1991, followed by a mastectomy and six
months of chemotherapy. In April of
1992, Beverly was given an all clear, it
seemed that the treatments had been suc-
sessful and no cancer remained. How-
ever, in December of that same year a
cancerous tumor was removed from her
brain. Upon returning to Witchita, Bev-
erly started radiation treatments. But the
cancer began to spread to her spine then
back to the base of her brain. Beverly
went to be with her Savior Jesus Christ
on August 24, 1993. Her services were
held on August 27th, her 41st birthday.

Beverly faced iliness often, yet duning
those days of pain she never complained
or felt sorry for herself When she went
in for surgery, as soon as able, Beverly
was visiting other patients, talking about
Jesus and how to be saved, along with
placing tracts thoughout the hospital, re-
placing Catholic brochures whenever
possible. When taking her chemotherapy
treatments, she was always concerned
about the spiritual welfare of other pa-
tients, when she was in pain, she worried
about their pain.

Beverly was also concerned for her
Christian doctors, giving them biblical
tapes and books for their personal
encouragement. '

Beverly was selfless, always keeping
her eyes on the Lord as she traveled
through life. She was able to “lay aside

the weights™ and press toward the mark
for the prize When Beverly realized her
time was nearing the end. she axpressed
her gratefuiness for the life that the Lord
had given her always remunding, her hus-
band to “keep praying and trust God.”

Although her earthly [ife was short,
Beverly's testimeny of God's strength
and grace continu2¢ to live on in the
lives of those she touched.

As her husband, | cannot begin to de-
scribe the kindness, tenderness, support.
love, dedication Beverly gave to me dur-
ing the precious 23 years of our married
life. [ cry avery day. | miss her so. She is
truly my God-given “Proverbs 317 wife.

Beverly, [ love you.

Steve
41" quto“l

Your Support is Vital!!

Crristiavy Answers (C A} was regis-
tered as a non-profit organization In
Texas on August 31, 1994, C. A has
also filed for tax-exempt status with
the Intemal Revenue Service to re-
cetve tax-deductible donations. On re-
ceipt of official approval (in the final
stages}, all donations given since Au-
gust 3 1st, will be tax-deductible.

A Voice from Eternity

You lived next door to me for years

We shared our dreams, our joys, our
tears,

A friend to me you were indeed --

A friend who helped me when in
need.

My faith in you was strong and sure

We had such trust as should endure,

No spats between us ever rose

Our friends were alike, also our foes,

What sadness, then, my friend, to
find

That after all, you weren't so kind.

The day my life on earth did end

I found you weren’t a faithful
friend...

For all those years we spent on
earth,

You never talked of Second Birth,

Y ou never spoke of my lost soul

And of the Christ Who'd make me
whole.

I plead today from hell’s cruel fire

And tell you now my last desire,

You cannot do a thing for me,

No words today my bonds will free.

But do net err, my friend, again,

Do all you can for souls of men,

Plead with them now guite earnestly

Lest they be cast in hell with me.

Author Unknown

The King James Only Club

New Age Bible Versions Refuted:

Standard Bible. $6.00 + S&H

James White’s scholarly refutation of Gail Riplinger’s heretical book New Age
Bible Versions that is being promoted by Texe Marrs, Peter 5. Ruckman, and
Chick Publications. Riplinger’s book promotes “KJV Onlyism™ and attacks
modem translations such as the New International Version and New American

James White vs. Gail Riplinger:
James White debates New Age Bible Versions authoress Gail Riplinger. The

(Audio 60 mun.) $5.95 + S&H

only debate between Riplinger and an evangelical scholar to date. This audio
debate is a must for those interested 1 learming how to refute “KJV Onlyism.”

James White vs. Dr. D.A. Waite:

James White debates KJV advocate Dr. Waite on the “In Defense of the Faith”
radio program. Nationally known conspiracy author Texe Marrs calls-in dunng
the show and attacks James White. ( Audio 2% hours) $10.95 + S&H
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Are Christians “little gods”?
Was Jesus “born-again” in hell?
Is the cross the “sign of Satan”?

Can Christians “command” things into existence?

Larry Wessels and
author Michael Horton

Join CHrisTiaAN ANswERS director Larry Wessels as he interviews Michael Horton,
President of Christians United for Reformation (C.U.R.E.) and editor of the book
The Agony of Deceit (a book with chapters written by R.C. Sproul and Walter
Martin). This enlightening series will analyze the amazing teachings of some of
America’s best-known evangelists and personalities such as TBN’s Paul and Jan
Crouch, Kenneth Hagin, Robert Tilton, Kenneth Copeland, Benny Hinn and oth-
ers. This series ran for weeks of requested replay by popular demand on local
access television,

Program titles are:

(1) Historical Roots (2) Touch Not (3) Miracles for Money (4) Cult of the Tele-
vangelists (S) Negating Positive Confession (6) Impact Talk Interviews.

6 hours, VHS (3 tapes), $30.00 + S&H
*Audio soundtracks — 6 tapes, $24.00 +S&H*
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LETTERS FROM THE FRONTLINE

Dear Larry,

{ understand that R C. Sproul does
not agree with FEvangelicals and
Catholics Together. .. ., as he stated in
Word periodical, has spoken with
Colson and Packer on this. | myself
consider Protestants who endorse their
wrtten documents thereby became
apostates and I will not appear with
them on a Protestant program. R.C.
has some liturgical tastes that may in-
cline him Romeward but so far as [
know he is core Protestant and
Reformed.

I am very sorry to read of Geisler’s
{Dr. Norman Geisler] dreadful lapse.

As for my wnting, T will soon have
out for Sola De Gloria [a Reformed
publication] a small work on Scott
Hzahn 75 or so pages and | am wniting
chapters for several other symposiums
on this Roman crisis. A local radio
station is having me give a one hour
lecture soon, followed by an hour of
call-in questions.

Yours in Christ,
Dr. John Gerstner
Ligonier, PA

the pro-life, pro-abertion stances
[Editors note. “Answering Abortion-
ist’s Arguments” — available for
$15.00 ~ S&H] It was also a toptc
dear to my heart as well and they were
probably the best I've ever seen. Keep
up the great work! 1 am a faithful
viewer of CHristLaN ANswERS and ali of
the programs va’'il do on Austin Cabie
Vision Television. They helped my
husband Bob to come to the Lord.
Praise God! :

Please put me on your maiing hst
as well. {s there anyway to get a pro-
gram guide of upcoming shows?

Shona D.
Austin, TX

Do you have a source for more info
on seif-motivators like Lows Tice?
I'm noticing more and more “religion”
appearing in corporate schools hke
this.

| feel much better knowing that
there is someone out there who kmows
Christ and can share knowledge with
me about these issues. May God
richly reward your labors.

James M.
Jay, FL

Dear CHRISTIAN ANSWERS,

Lately T have been hammered with
questions conceming the KJV Only
people. Next year at my church I want
to do a series on this. I was excited to
see the materials you have concerning
this. [Editor’s note: see page 18]

David M.
Albuquerque. NM

Dear CHRISTIAN ANSWERS,

1 am afraid that Texe Marrs has an
“Elijah complex” that’s turned ugly. It
doesn’t particulary speak well of his
‘discernment’ munistry. Not to men-
tion the discord created. [Editors
note: see ad on the bottom of page 18.]

Kindly send the following matenals.
I would like to order more but funds
are limited nght now.

Bill G.
Newington, CT

Dear CHRISTIAN ANSWERS,

...just to refresh you on my request,
[ would be thrilled if I could get some
tapes of the programs that Larry Wes-
sels and Dr. Frank Beckwith did on

Dear Jim,

[ just retumed from a company
sponsored school on “Investment in
Excellence” taught by the Pacific In-
stitute, Seattle, Washingtor:. The head
guy is Louis Tice. Ever heard of am?
[ was uncomfortable with some of his
teaching. He emphasized self-esteem.
visualization and self-taik for self
improvement. At one point while
discussing achieving goals and intu-
itively finding the answers, he said
“call it ESP, call it the Holy Spint or
whatever.. "

Dear CHRISTIAN ANSWERS,

| need some clarification regarding
what the apostle Paul meant in 1 Tim-
othy 4.7 when he said to “discipline
yourself for the purpose of godli-
ness.”

Does this command apply to pastors
only or to both pastors and lay peo-
ple?

Deborah T.
Austin, TX

Dear Deborah,

In this passage of Scripture, Paul,
Timothy’s spiritual mentor is instructing,
him on how to be a good pastor. He teils
Timothy in 1 Tim. 4:7ff “to have nothing,
to do with worldly fables...” This is a
reference to | Tim. 1:4 were Paul tells
him to “not pay attention to myths, and
endless geneologies which give rise to
mere speculation rather than furthering
the administration.. ” (NASB)

1 believe in context, Paul is speaking
specifically to pastors. But, this 1s a valu-
able piece of advice for layman as well

I hope that this helps answer your
question, God Bless!

Jim Toungate
Editor
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A Worp From R.C. SprouL
1 IGONIER MINISTRIES
P.O Box 547300C
Ortanpo, FL 328534

“Chiseled in the Reformation Wall in Geneva, Switzerland are the words post
tenebras hoe — after darkness, light. Our culture works to extinguish the Refor-
mation torch in our day. Sadly, even prominent evangelical leaders seem bent on
doing the same.

Ligonier Ministries labors to broadcast Reformation truth. You can help us do
that. “Only One Gospel” — a sermon { preached this summer about standing for
the truth of salvation by faith alene in Christ, regardiess of the cost, there is no
copyright on this message. Please make as many copies as you can and share
them with vour friends, family members, pastor. and associates”
-— R.C. Sproul

CHRrISTIAN ANSWERS is pleased to offer this tape for free to anyone who places
an order from our munistry. R.C. Sproul’s message is wital in today’s ecumeni-
cal age of moral and theological relavitism. Please make sure you mention the
tape with vour order.

CHRISTIAN ANSWERS TO THE
CHRISTIAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE ON ROMANISM

AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHRISTIAN
RESEARCH INSTITUTE ON R0OMAN CATHOLICISM (PART I)

Join Christian Answers’ Larry Wessels and Jim Toungate as they investigate CRI's
position on Roman Catholicism. Does the new CRI under Hank Hanegraaff hold the
same position that its founder Walter Martin did? Find out the truth in this well docu-
mented and informative audio tape. (90 min.) $5.95 + S&H

AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHRISTIAN
Research INSTITUTE ON Rosian Carnovicisy (Part 1)

In Part {1 of this series, Rob Zins, Th.M, Larry Wessels and Jim Toungate explore
shocking new material concerning CRI's unbiblical position on Romanism. Hear
Hank Hanegraaff and Dr. Norman Geisler clearly put-forth their position from clips
of the Bible Answer Afan show. (Two 60 min. tapes) $9.90 + S&H

MATTHEW 18 LAWSUIT

compiled by Larry Wessels

Larry Wessels reports on the lawsuit filed against Hank Hanegraafi. President of
CRI, and CRI itself. Both have been named in a 12-page lawcuit as defendants alleg-
ing violations of the Federa! Crinunal Racketeering Act (RICO) filed 1n Orange
County. California on April 7. 1994, Allegauons inciude ethucal improprieties. nus-
dealings in financiat affairs. and other quesuonabie activitias This report 1s shocking'
$3.00 + S&H

This 1s a hot toptc withm the Chnsuan Community!

EDITORIAL

When the Well that
provides Life is
Poisoned.....

“But the Spinit explicitly says
that in later times some will fall
away from the faith, paying at-
tention to deceitful spirts and
doctrines of demons,” (1 Tim
4.1 NASB)

In the town of Delburne, Alberta,
there 1s an old water tower, bult in
1926. Now standing empty, the build-
ing has been bought by two men who
want to turn it mnto a diung and cock-
tail lounge. Plans call for a bar to be
built on the second floor.

Something similar has already hap-
pened in various communities: that
which was onginally designed to
provide the water of hife has been
“converted” into that whach 1s provid-
mg resources detrimental to society.
Schools were once thought of as
sources of moral and spintual benefit.
In most cases they now are fountains
of agnosticaism and atheism. Even
churches, built to convey to men and
women the water of hfe. are now the
providers of everything but the
Gospel. There's bingo. and there are
dances. and there are clubs But they
no longer function as conveyers of the
Gospel . %

Feel free to send us vour comments.
Selected replys will be published in
the next
CHRISTIAN
ANSWERS
JOURNAL
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An Evaluation of the Oness Fentecostal Movement

by a former Oneness Pentecostai

Mark A McNeil

The Oneness Pentecostals, primar-
ily known as the “United Pentecostal
Church,” grew out of the Pentecostal
movement of the early 1900’s. The
majority rejected the “Oneness” teach-
ing as well as the corresponding doc-
trine of the “baptismal formula.” A
small group did accept these doc-
trines, however, and the movement
has enjoyed some growth over the past
several decades. It 15 not within the
scope of this paper to trace the histori-
cal roots of these teachings, though
such a study is quite enlightening. We
will discuss the Scriptural basis ap-
pealed to by those who defend their
teachings and show why Chnistianity
has historically opposed these inter-
pretations.

ONENESS

When the “revelation” of baptism tn
the name of Jesus appeared, it was im-
medhately opposed by the argument
that it called into question one’s com-
mitment to the doctrine of the Trinity.
Baptism has historically been con-
nected with one’s commitment to the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirtt
(Matt. 28:19). The new doctrine
seemed to weaken the importance of
this basic truth to Christiamty by stat-
ing that baptism should be performed
in the name of Jesus only. In response
the adherents to the Oneness doctnine
proclaimed that the Tninity was not a
Biblical teaching and therefore not an
accurate reflection of the Christian
faith.

The “Name” Theory

The basis of their teaching was that
the singular “name’” in Matthew 28:19
points us to one name of God The
name, it was concluded, was Jesus.
Jesus, then must be the only person
who i1s God By thus logic, Matthew
28:19 is reconciled with Acts 2:38
(and other verses} and the name of Je-
sus is exalted. The Trinity was pro-
nounced as illogical and a damnable
heresy. The terms “Father, Son. and
Holy Spirit,” only represent roles or
offices of the one person of God. The
“simple” solution to the difficult doc-
trine of the Trinity was quite attrac-
tive to those who were tired of strug-
gling with the various controversies
and who were constantly searching for
something “new.”

The “Evidence”

The Scriptural proofs for this un-
derstanding of the Biblical terms con-
sisted in several lines of evidence. The
first, and perhaps the main evidence,
were those many passages which state
and imply that there is only God (Dt.
6:4, [ Tim. 2:5, Gal. 3:20, etc)). It was
argued that this initial point 1s irrecon-
cilable with the plurality demanded by
the Tnnitarian doctrine. Of course,
one can never equal three. As a result,
the Trinity was declared a mathmati-
cal absurdity.

The second step in the Oneness doc-
trine was to prove that Jesus was God.
As with the Trinitanan, this was eas-
ily produced. “God was manifest in
the flesh... In Him dwelleth all the ful-
ness of the Godhead bodily” (I Tim.
3:16, Col. 2:9) are oft quoted pas-
sages to demonstrate this truth. The
one true God, then, revealed Himself
in a human body. The human body,
including the human nature in con-
cept, 15 called the “Son” (Lk 1:35),

while the Spint of God which indwelt
the human body was called the
“Father.” Jesus said the Father dwelt
in Him (Jn. 14:9-11), as well as per-
formed the works which our Lord did.
The duality which literally covers our
New Testament 1s accounted for by
this principle.

Whenever we see the Father and
Son distinguished, we are to view this
as simply as a distinction between the
divine and human natures. Simply
put. if there is ony one God, and Jesus
is that God, then He must be the only
one Who is God. If one chooses to do
much study into this doctrine, he or
she will find that most all the passages
that are used to teach the doctrine of
the Trinity are explained by one of the
two principals we have already noted.

The Holy Spirit is explained as God
in activity.

Refutation

The Trnity is compnsed of several
points which are clearly and solidly
grounded on the evidence of Scripture.

First, we believe that God 1s both
one and personal (Dt. 6:4, that God 1s
personal is seen throughout the Bible).

Secondly, as Trinitarians, we be-
lieve that Father, Son, and Holy Spint
are each God (Eph. 4:4-6, Jn. 111,
Heb. 1:8, Acts 5:3-5) This point is
agreed upon by all those of the One-
ness position.

Thirdly, we hold that Father, Son,
and Holy Spint are personal. By this
we mean that those necessary ele-
ments that constitute personality can
be demonstrated in each.

Fourthly, we hold that they are dis-
tinct enough so that they can perform
actions toward each other. O

This excerpt was taken from Mark McNeil’s
16-page booklet, An Evaluation of the One-
ness Pentecostal Movement available from
CorisTIaN Answirs. for $1 50 + S&H
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Romamnism:
“The Relemless Roman Catholic Assault on the Gospel
of Jesus Christ”

by Rob Zins

“Who will stand in the day of battle? With the world-wide ecumenical tide of “unity”
and “reconciliation,” with the Church of Rome moving at an ever-increasing pace,
where are those men willing to stand for the uncompromised truth of God regardless
of the cost? Did Jesus and the Apostles create ecumenical councils in order to get
along with the Scribes and Pharisees? Did Luther or Calvin agree to share the Gospel
with the Pope?

Absolutely not, author Rob Zins, cries out, just as the Reformers of old did, to turn
men’s hearts back to God’s eternal truth. Rob’s fine book deserves to be on the shelf
of every “defender of the faith’s™ hibrary.”

THIS OUTSTANDING 250-PAGE BOOK IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR JUST
$7.95 + S&H

Creation Science

with Dr. Michael Girouard

Creation Science Video Series Dinosaurs, Fossils and Creation: What happened to the di-
nosaurs? Dr. Girouard discusses dinosaurs, the fossil record and

Dr. Michae!l Girouard is joined in studic by Larry creation science. (60 min , audio) $5.95 + S&H

Wessels and Director of PEACEWAY Produc-
tions, Dale Delony, for this fascinating and infor-
mative video series on creation science.

1. Introduction to Creation Science

2. Science vs. Bias

3. What Does Scientific Truth Demand?
4. Evidences for a Young Earth

4 hours VHS — 825.00 + S&H

Creationism Discussion at the
University of Texas

A Mars Hill presentation of creation vs. evolution s : e et et eren e ALt
on campus to skeptical university students. This m'n‘i..‘.,'n‘{j‘;,‘:‘.‘m
video was extremely popular on cable access TV ‘ '

2 bours VHS — $20.00 + S&H
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COMPUTER BASED APOLOGETICS

With the rapid growth of personal computer technology, Christians can
now virtually reach the world from their homes with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. In this fascinating and timely video, Jim Toungate and Larry Wes-
sels explore how Christians can use their personal computer for defend-
ing the faith and evangelism utilizing computer bulletin board systems.
Other topics include:

What is a computer virus and how to protect your computer from them.
(& What equipment you need to get on the “information highway.”

How to choose the right BBS.

Electronic Mail (E-mail).

Computer Bibles

Order your copy of Computer Based Apologetics Today!!!
VHS, (1 hour) $12.00 + S&H.
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If you have a question, or if there
is a topic that you would like to
see addressed m the CHRISTIAN AN-
swiRrs JoURNaL, or if you just have
a comment — feel free to write us
or you can fax us your letter. Se-
lected letters received will appear
in future editions of the journal.

How to contact us:

CHRISTIAN ANSWERS
P.O. Box 144441
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E-mail
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modem, you can contact us by E-
mail via the Inspiration BBS. The
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the forums area and choose area
82 — Cult_Information.
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